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SOHICHI ICHIDA

157, Higashi-Tamagawa,
Setagaya, Tokyo, Japan

15th Dec. 1937
My dear fellow Philatelist,

[ feel it an honour to write yoy as a Japanese member of American Philatelic
Society, to explain the true statement of facts in regard to the present dispute between
Japan and China and trust that it will arouse your right judgment and recognition of
Japan's real motive, just as you do in matters relative to philatelics.

Contrary to your imagination, Chipa is not a civilized and orderly ruled country.
Her people are suffering from unreasonable heavy burdens, her natural products lay buried
and moreover her people are constantly exposed to bandits who are appearing everywhere
and against which the Chinese army is almost powerless. We, Japanese, have retained an
affectionate friendship for the Chinese people for more than a thousand years. Even now
despite the complicated political situation our ultimate aim is to secure a serene and lasting

peace in Orient.

China, however, is tramping over international treaties in the persecution of

our residents in China, the boycotting of Japanese goods and as a result of the anti-Japanese

propaganda by redicals, reds and student classes causing open and premiditated murders.
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